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OUT OF M A N Y , ONE P E O P L E

by R o b e rt  R .  Smith

The coa t  o f  a rm s  o f  Jam a ica  bea rs  the w o r d s ,  l*Out o f  M any , One P e o p le 11 
and tru er  w ords  w ere  n ever  spok en , b ecau se  the p eop le  of Jam a ica  are  o f  m any r a c e s ,  
many c o l o u r s ,  m any types who live  and w ork  together  in h a rm on y .

While we think o f  Jam a ica  as the land o f  sun, ru m  and c a ly p s o ,  behind this 
facade  o f  t o u r is m  l ie s  an e x tr e m e ly  beautiful is la n d ,  r i c h  in natural r e s o u r c e s ,  r i c h  
in its luxuriant g row th , and above a ll  e ls e  , r ich  in its p e o p le ,  who m ake the country  
s tron g .

In re ce n t  m onths I have had the p le a su re  o f  talking to Jam aican  en g in eers  
and land su r v e y o r s  about our c o m m o n  p r o b le m s .  The Land S u rvey ors  Law  in Jam aica  
is  v e r y  s im ila r  to our Land S u rvey ors  A ct  excep t  it is  som ew hat le s s  r e s t r i c t i v e .  As 
with our la w s ,  the A ct  is supplem ented  by the Land S u rveyors  R egu la t ion s .

The A ct  is  ad m in is te re d  by the Land S u rveyors  B oa rd  w hich is c o m p o s e d  o f  
the D ire c to r  o f  Surveys , the R e g is tra r  o f  T itles  , and two p r a c t is in g  su r v e y o r s  appoint­
ed by the Land S u rveyors  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  J a m a ica .

B r ie f ly ,  to r e c e iv e  a c o m m is s io n  as a land su rv e y o r  a p e r s o n  m ust be 
twenty one y e a rs  o f  age and o f  good  ch a ra c te r  and

(a) P o s s e s s  such  qua lifications  as are  requ is ite  fo r  appointm ent in the C olon ia l 
Survey S e r v i c e ,  o r  is a C orp ora te  M em b er  o f  the Institution o f  C iv il  E n gineers  
and has p a s se d  the exam ination  set by such Institution in surveying  o r  g e o d e s y .
Such p e r s o n  m ust p ass  an exam ination  in lo c a l  law  and, i f  r e q u ire d  by the B o a rd ,  
act for  s ix  months as an assistant to a s u r v e y o r ,  or

(b) Has a p p ren ticed  h im s e l f  o f  the D ire c to r  o f  Surveys or  to a s u rv e y o r  p ra c t is in g  
on the Island fo r  a p e r io d  o f  three y e a rs  and has p a s s e d  both p r e l im in a r y  and 
final e x a m in a t io n s .

A s u rv e y o r  in p r ivate  p r a c t ic e  m ay only take on an apprentice  a fter  h e ,  h im ­
s e l f ,  has been in p r a c t i c e  fo r  at le a s t  five  y e a rs  and each  s u rv e y o r  is l im ite d  to two 
a p p r e n t ice s .

The exam inations are  d e s c r ib e d  in the Regulations and co n s is t  o f  F ou r  P a r t s .  
P a rt  1 - co n s is ts  o f  gen era l  e lem en t a ry  knowledge of in s tru m e n ts ,  f ie ld  p r a c t i c e s ,  
drafting , c a lcu la t io n s ,  e t c .  P a rt  11 - is entitled MThe Advanced  T h eory  o f  Survey ing1"' 
and con s is ts  o f two p a p e r s .  P a p er  A b r ie f ly  co n s is ts  of town p lanning, subd iv is ion  
d es ign , stadia w o rk ,  plane table w o rk ,  d e s c r ip t io n s ,  lo ca t ion  of r o a d s ,  earthw ork  
com pu ta tion s , cu rve  p r o b le m s .  P a p er  B co n s is ts  en t ire ly  o f  sp h e r ic a l  tr ig o n o m e try  
and a s tro n o m y . P a rt  111 - is  entitled 11 The Law  in Relation  to Survey ing11 and c o n ­
s ists  o f a knowledge o f  som e  th irteen  acts re la ted  to Survey ing . P a rt  IV co n s is ts  o f 
P r a c t ic a l  Survey ing .

The Land S urveyors  Law  a lso  p ro v id e s  that a p e r s o n  in the su rvey  branch  
of  the P u b lic  W orks D epartm ent who has p r a c t ic e d  surveyin g  in such branch  fo r  not 
le s s  than five  y e a r s ,  and has p a s se d  the final exam in ation , can r e c e iv e  a c o m m is s io n .
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One in teresting  point is that e v e r y  governm ent s u rv e y o r  and e v e r y  o f f ic ia l  

in the P u b lic  Works D epartm ent, o r  e m p loyed  by the Jam aica  G overnm ent R a ilw ay , 
or by the K ingston and St. A n drew  C o rp o ra t io n ,  o r  by any P a ro c h ia l  B o a rd ,  p o s s e s s ­
ing such qua lifications  as would entitle h im  to b e c o m e  a su rv e y o r  sh a ll ,  while holding 
o f f i c e ,  be entitled to act  as a su rv e y o r  fo r  any p u rp ose  re n d e re d  n e c e s s a r y  b y ,  or  
a r is ing  out o f ,  the p e r fo r m a n c e  of the duties o f his o f f i c e ,  and fo r  such p u rp o se s  shall 
have a ll the p o w e rs  and p r iv i le g e s  o f  a s u rv e y o r  „

Superintendents of the P u b lic  W orks D epartm ent and Superintendents of 
P a ro c h ia l  B oard s  shall be d eem ed  to have the p o w e r  fo r  the p u rp o se s  o f  their  o f f i c e s ,  
to su rvey  the boundaries  o f  Main and P a ro c h ia l  R o a d s .

Under the L aw  a s u rv e y o r  has the right to enter any p r o p e r ty  fo r  the p u rp ose  
of ca r ry in g  out his duties but only a fter  he has given due n ot ice  to the ow ners  o r  o c c u p ­
ie r s  o f  adjoining lands w hich m ay  be a f fe c te d .  A p r e s c r ib e d  f o r m  is u sed  to give  the 
re q u ire d  n o t i c e .  Once the n o t ice  is given the S urveyor  m ust c o m m e n ce  the su rvey  on 
the date m entioned  and having co m m e n ce d  the su rvey  cannot a llow  a lapse  o f  m o r e  
than ten days without doing any su rvey  w ork  on the land without serv in g  new n o t i c e s .

E v e ry  plan that is m ade f r o m  a su rvey  and which is to be attached to a 
conveyance  deed or  docum ent is ch eck ed  by the D ire c to r  o f  S u rveys .  This checking 
by the D ire c to r  appears  to c a r r y  co n s id e ra b le  weight becau se  no docum ent containing 
an u n ce r t i f ie d  plan m ay  be r e g is te re d *

C on trary  to our laws , the Jam aican  Land S urveyor  is not p e r s o n a l ly  r e s ­
pon s ib le  fo r  any n e c e s s a r y  and unavoidable dam age cau sed  as a resu lt  o f  m aking a 
s u r v e y .  It is p ro v id e d  that such lo s s  m ay be r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  the owner em ploying  
the s u r v e y o r .

V ariou s  penalt ies  are  p ro v id e d  fo r  contravention  o f  the L a w . A p e r s o n  who 
fa ls e ly  d e s c r ib e s  h im s e l f  to b e ,  or  holds h im s e l f  out a s ,  a su r v e y o r  is l iab le  to a fine 
of up to 50 pounds ($130 .00 )  or  to im p rison m en t  with hard  labour f o r  up to s ix  m onths .

The Land S u rvey ors  Regulation  contain  m any in teresting  s e c t io n s .

Any tape to be u sed  fo r  land surveying  is subm itted  to the D ir e c to r  o f  Surveys 
at le a s t  once  e v e r y  s ix  m onths fo r  in sp e ct io n .  If the tape p r o v e s  a ccu ra te  it is  returned  
and if  n o t ,  it is con d em n ed .

Under the Regulations , ce r ta in  standards o± m e a su re m e n t  and a c c u r a c y  are 
outlined and in m o s t  c a s e s  there  are  co n s id e ra b ly  le s s  than our m in im u m  r e q u ir e m e n ts .  
Far m o r e  a c c u r a c y  is r e q u ire d  in an urban su rvey  than in a ru ra l  s u r v e y .  This m atter  
has been d is c u s s e d  m any t im es  in our A s s o c ia t io n  and va riou s  c la s s e s  of su rveys  have 
been ad vocated .

Standards for  su rv e y  plans are  p a r t icu la r ly  w ell  outlined and a ll plans are  
ch eck ed  by the D ir e c to r  of S u rv e y s .

One rather in terest in g  req u irem en t  o f  the plan is ,!A11 su rv e y  m ark s  m ust be 
shown and nature of boun dary , i . e .  w a ll ,  fen ce  or  grow ing s ta k e s ,  s lips  o f  d ra g o n f s 
b lo o d ,  b lazed  t r e e s ,  or  other m a r k 11.
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Standard m onum ents o f  c o n cre te  and iro n  bars  are  p ro v id e d  and in addition 

a hardw ood  p o s t ,  not le s s  than 28- 6 ,r long and 3 inches in d iam eter  m ade of any of 
the fo llow ing  w oods is a ccep ta b le  - BLIN D EYE , B R A Z I L L E T T O ,  B R E A K A X E  ,
B U L L E T  W OOD, CASHAW , FIDD LE WOOD , IRONWOOD , LO G W O O D , M AIDEN 
P L U M , MOSQUITO W O O D , MOUNTAIN G U A V A , P IM E N T O , PR U AN  , R E D W O O D ,
ROD W OOD, WILD C A S S A V A , COGWOOD , D OGW OOD, G R E E N H E A R T , SA P O D IL LA  , 
LIGNUM V ITA E  , EBONY ,

HOW MANY DO YOU R E C O G N IZE ?

Jam aica  is a v e r y  mountainous is land  with flat p la ins along the c o a s t ,  c o n ­
sequently in m any a rea s  land surveyin g  would be m o s t  d i f f icu lt .  E xcept  in the h igher 
m ounta ins , the tem p era tu res  are  always above the 6 8 ° F ,  at w hich tapes are  c a l ib ra te d .

Although a good  sy s te m  of title re g is tra t io n  is u s e d ,  m any o f  the titles in 
sm a ll  holdings are  by p osse ss io n , .  The Land S urveyor  in m aking a su rvey  m ust give 
due con s id era t ion  to both paper  and p o s s e s s o r y  t it le .

M ost of the road s  are  tortu rou s  and a d r iv e r  has to be constantly  on the 
lookout fo r  ca tt le ,  donkeys and ch ild ren  in the m idd le  of the r o a d .  A ca r  without a 
horn  would not la s t  long in J a m a ica .

The Survey B ranch  o f  the M in istry  of C om m unications  and W orks is a sm a ll  
but w ell equipped unit. A m o d e rn  p h o to g ra m m e try  departm ent is in c lu d ed .

We find the Jam aicans to be a fr ie n d ly ,  hosp itable  p eop le  and a tr ip  to the 
is land by m e m b e r s  o f  our a sso c ia t io n  would be a rew ard ing  e x p e r ie n c e .
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